Their patron so did not them learn, Saint Andrew with his shored cross; But sure St Trinnan of Quhytehorn, Or Doffin their demigod of Ross.1
The Independence of the Scottish Church and the Earliest History of the Scots
The modern-day association between Scotland and St Andrew, strikingly depicted in the design of the Saltire flag, originated in the middle ages. Relics of the apostle, consisting of three fingers, part of his arm, a kneecap and a tooth, were possessed by the cathedral of St Andrews in Fife. Legends emanating from that church and the Augustinian chapter confidently dated the connection between the kingdom and their saint to the eighth century.4 However, in actuality it was a combination of ecclesiastical promotion and royal acquiescence between the twelfth and fifteenth centuries that led to the firm association of St Andrew with the security and prosperity of the kingdom of Scotland. The first stage in this drawn out process was the emergence of Andrew as the patron saint of the Scottish church. The catalyst for this development was challenges to the sovereignty of that church from the English church hierarchy. The Archbishops of York had been claiming metropolitan authority over the Scottish dioceses since the eleventh century. Their claims were supported by the formidable testimony of St Bede (d.735), who had stated in his Ecclesiastical History of the English People that Gregory the Great (590-604) had intended to divide the British Isles between the jurisdictions of York and Canterbury.5 This claim was given greater substance in the early twelfth century when it was supported formally by a series of popes who pressurised the Scottish bishops into accepting York's authority. These bishops, as well as Scottish secular leaders, were fully aware that accepting English ecclesiastical sovereignty opened the door to more intrusive claims to political overlordship. Resistance to these claims in the reigns of Alexander I (1107-24), David I and Malcolm IV (1153-65) was based around efforts to have Scotland recognised as an independent ecclesiastical province, with St Andrews as its metropolitan see.6
